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In 1897 America: 
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PTA Founders  

Â Alice McLellan Birney  

Ç òI do not believe that happiness is 

calculated to make us selfish. On the 

contrary, the highest happiness 

develops sympathy for those less 

blessed than ourselves.ó (1897) 

Ç òThe National Congress of Mothers, 

irrespective of  creed, color, or 

condition, stands for all parenthood, 

childhood, homehood.ó (1898 ) 

Â Phoebe Apperson Hearst 

Â Selena Sloan Butler 
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The first board of directors of the  

National Congress of Mothers  

Â Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, Washington, D.C.  
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First National PTA Convention 
 

The first National PTA Convention produced three 
fundamental initiatives still relevant today: 

 

ÂThe establishment of parent education study groups; 

 

ÂHome and school cooperation as represented  

by the partnership of parents and teachers; and 

 

ÂFull utilization of the services of all agencies  

concerned with child welfare. 
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State PTAs 

Â New York was the first State Congress 

 

Â Florida ð became an official branch in 1923 

Ç First local unit was established in Jacksonville in 1921 

Ç Charter granted on April 14, 1923 

 

Â PTAs now in all 50 states, plus Washington D.C.,  

 U.S. Virgin Islands, Pacific and  

 European Congresses 
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Florida PTA Through Time 
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PCCPTA History 
Â Florence Winch was the first PCCPTA President 

serving from 1928 to 1933 

Â PCCPTA instrumental in the formation and 

training of School Advisory Committees in Pinellas 

County through its Fall Workshop 

Â PCCPTA has been hosting school board candidates 

forums for over 30 years 

Â Several past PCCPTA officers have  

 served on the PCS School Board 

 including Past PCCPTA President Carol Cook 

 

 



òAó is for Advocacy 
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Â ad-vo-cate  n [MEadvocat,  fr. MF, fr. Ladvocatus, 

fr. pp. of advocare to summon, fr. ad- + vocare to 

call -- more at VOICE]  1: one that pleads the 

cause of another;  specif: one that pleads the 

cause of another before a tribunal or judicial 

court  2: one that defends or maintains a cause or 

proposal. ad-vo-cate  vt-cat-ed; -cat-ing: to plead 

in favor of, syn see SUPPORT 
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Advocates ð At Our Core 



13 

òEach day that you fail  

to advocate, 
 

Each day that you ignore  

an act of discrimination, 
 

Each day you accept  

another injustice, 
 

You accept a society that is  

going to kill your children.ó 

- William L.E. Dussault  
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Our Mission 

The mission of the PTA is threefold: 

Â A powerful voice for all children;  

Â A relevant source for families and 

communities, and  

Â A strong advocate for the education 

and well-being of every child.  
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Advocates thené. 

ÂChild labor laws 

ÂKindergarten 

ÂPublic health service 

ÂHot lunch programs 
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And Advocates NOWé 
 

Â Juvenile justice system 

ÂMandatory immunizations 

ÂParent education 

ÂSeat belts 

ÂBicycle helmets 

ÂChild trafficking 

ÂAnd so much moreé 
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Then & Now  

Â Programs on character 
education 

Â Program on highway safety 

Â Program about foot health in 
children; providing proper 
fitting shoes 

Â Discussion about legislation and 
taxation including avg cost of 
schools per day, per student 

Ç US 43¾ ¢ = $78.75/yr 

Ç CA 67½ ¢ = $121.50/yr 

Ç FL 23͑  ¢ = $41.99/yr  

Â Committees ð Program, 
membership, hospitality, 
publicity, & needlework guild! 

 

Pinellas County circa 

1936 


