Program Ideas for PTA/PTSA Units
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Bedtime Stories for K and 1st Grade
Come join “Mrs. Bass” for bedtime stories in your pajamas. This is truly a favorite for the kids. Volunteers will be needed to help serve milk and cookies. 
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Red Ribbon Week
“Say No To Drugs” is the focus of this week. Daily activities and events are planned. There are multiple ways to get involved and help during this important week. 
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Veteran’s Day Celebration
Coordinate a dinner and honor our Veterans; celebrate their amazing contributions to our country. Honor military family members and friends.  Have a speaker talk about their military service.
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Great American Teach-In
This is a great opportunity for parents, business leaders and members of our community to share something special with our students, from Career Talks to Reading books. This day will provide parents many opportunities to help. 
[image: http://www.floridapta.org/graphics/trans.gif]
Grandparent Read to Me Day
On this very special day, Grandparents are invited to come and read to their Grandchildren and fellow classmates. To show thanks and appreciation, the PTA provides a Welcome Breakfast for them that morning. 
Teacher Appreciation Week
Join us for daily activities to thank all of our wonderful and hard-working teachers. Let’s make this the best appreciation week ever!!!
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Birthday Book Club
During the month of your child’s birthday, he/she will receive a birthday card and an invitation to participate in the (School Mascot) Birthday Book Club. 
W.A.T.C.H. DOGS
WATCH D.O.G.S. is a founding member of the National PTA's M.O.R.E. Coalition (Men Organized to Raise Engagement) Contact them at 1-888-540-DOGS(3647) or visit their website at www.fathers.com. 
A great way to get more men involved!

Work with Clubs and Organizations for Programs 
Example - Water Safety with the Swim Team – student led, “by students for students”.

Connect with Teachers and Staff at School 
Example - Work with Social Studies teacher to encourage voter registration and PTA Take Action Network (CapWiz) enrollment by students.
Founder’s Day
Founders Day is Feb. 17th. Celebrate the “birth” of the largest child advocacy group

Take Your Family to School Week
What a great way to create Family Engagement. -Feb 12-18 2012 this school year. Go to National PTA (www.pta.org) for more information.

Bullying Prevention
Contact Pinellas County Schools Prevention Office -  Cathy Fenech or Joan Reubens (727) 588-6348, fenechc@pcsb.org  reubensj@pcsb.org
Knuckleheadz Edutainment www.knuckleheadz777.com
This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it Gun Safety
Learn the dangers of firearms. Contact Seannes Wish @ www.seanneswish.com to set up a program.
Or contact, John Gluck, at jgluck1@tampabay.rr.com.
Walk to School Day – Oct 5, 2012
Visit the Florida Suncoast Safe Kids Coalition (http://www.allkids.org/body.cfm?id=259) website and sign up to participate in this annual event.  Or contact Jean Shoemaker, Florida Suncoast Safe Kids Coordinator at 727-767-858 or 800-756-7233 for more information.

Mother/Son Events or Daddy/Daughter Dance
Great way to engage families for a fun evening. Some ideas: Valentines/Sweetheart Dance, Sports Night, Fear Factor Night.
 
FACTS.org
Florida's educational opportunities and student advising at your fingertips.

College and Career Planning
Work with your Guidance Counselors to set up a night that local colleges/technical schools can talk to kids about choice.  Pinellas Education Foundation has information as well www.pinellaseducation.org.

Sweet Sixteen Birthday Cards 
This is for all students turning 16 to remind them of the importance to drive responsibly– State Farm Teen Program www.betterteendriving.com.

Safe Driving
Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles – www.flhsmv.gov
Distracted Driving – US Department of Transportation www.distraction.gov

Museums
Contact your local museums to set up a family night or special program.




Public Speaking/Toastmasters
Everyone can use tips on public speaking, go to www.toastmasters.org to find a location near you. 

Internet Safety
Contact Pinellas County Schools  - School Resource Officers  Chief Tom Gavin
Keeping Kids Safe:  Internet and Mobile Safety Workshop, Claire Heymer at 727-804-1419 or email claire.heymer200@gmail.com.
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office – Deputy Kelly
Multicultural Night
Reach out to your Multicultural families.  Have them bring food from their country to share, dress in native outfits, share traditions.  Or work with your teachers, have each classroom represent a different country or culture.

Fitness Night
Team up with your PE staff for an evening of fun and fitness.  Ideas: have several fitness stations, a healthy food demonstration.

MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving)/SADD (Students Against Drunk Driving)
Email: Amber Saltzman at amber.saltzman@madd.org or Sharon Hall at Sharon.Hall@madd.org to set up a program at your school. Go to www.sadd.org to get information about SADD or email floridasadd@gmail.com .

Energy Drinks
Contact Linda Kearschner @ lk-pta@tampabay.rr.com or Carol Conaway @ carolconaway@verizon.net to set up a talk at your school.

NOPE
Please call Laurie Serra, NOPE of Pinellas Coordinator, at 727-424-6906 for more information.

Meet Your Legislator
[bookmark: _GoBack]Work with the Pinellas County Council Legislative Team to host a MYL day/evening at your school.

Health and Safety Fair
Contact Pinellas County Council PTA Health and Safety Chair for more information.  Contact local fire departments, police departments, health care providers and community health and safety organizations.
Plant a Butterfly or Vegetable Garden
Contact your local nursery to see if they will donate/discount plants for your school. Work with teachers to plant gardens outside of classrooms.  Apply for School Garden Grants.
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