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EDUCATE
EMPOWER
ENLIGHTEN

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

With the New Year comes many exciting
events for Pinellas County Council PTA.

January will be a very productive month
for us. We start out with a visit from our
National PTA Representative Ms. Debra
Fritz on Friday January 6". She will
spend the day touring local units,
meeting some of our partners and
seeing all the wonderful programs that
we do here in Pinellas to Educate,
Empower and Enlighten our families and
community.

The county-wide Reflections Reception
is January 12, at Pinellas Park High
School. | encourage you to come and
see all the wonderful entries. We will be
presenting the county-wide winners and
recognizing all the children.

We will have the opportunity for our
county to be present in Tallahassee
during Region 4 Legislative week
January 16-20. We encourage anyone
that is interested in advocating for all our
children to contact Judy Owen or
Charles Derexson and arrange to be
part of this wonderful event.

During the January 10" School Board
meeting we will be given the opportunity
to present to the board once again
about what we have done and where
PTA is heading during the second half
of the school year. If you have
something special that your PTA has
done that you would like to share please
send me an email. | would love to
include it in our presentation.

January 19" will be the PCCPTA
General Meeting. There will only be four
more meetings for you to meet your
meeting commitment for the school
year. Be sure to arrange to have your
school represented at a minimum of two
meetings. Dates and times of all the
meetings are posted on our website and
in our newsletter.

February will be a time to remember the
special women that founded PTA on
Founders Day, February 17. Have a
special program or event; write an
article celebrating all that PTA has done
over the years. Share the
accomplishments and the difference we
have made in the lives of children.

The 3™ Annual Pinellas County Council
PTA Health and Safety Fair will be held
at Largo Central Park on February 25.
Come out and join us for a day of fun
and information!

The April PCCPTA General Meeting will
be the final meeting of the year and we
will hold our Executive Committee Board
elections at this time. If you are
interested in participating on the
nominating committee or in becoming a
part of the PCCPTA Board please
contac't m e at
pceptpresident@yahoo.com. We will be
forming our nominating committee at the
January PCCPTA General Meeting.

May brings us to the end of the year
and our nCel ebrati
is a great time for us to recognize local
units and to celebrate the events,
activities and programs that have made
this such a great year. This is also be
the time for the Pinellas County Council
PTA Installation of officers. Our year
end celebration will be held on Friday
May 18, 2012 at Banquet Masters in
Pinellas Park. Watch our newsletter and
website for further details.

| look forward to a productive 2012 for
all our local units! Please let me know
what your unit is up to!

Sincerely,

Maria Kinzer

PCCPTA President
pccptapresident@yahoo.com
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Welcome to the newly formatted PTA
Radi o! Nati onal
focus on issues affecting families and
child advocates and will provide real-life
answers to everyday problems.
Their radio program has been re-
launched to bring you robust and
engaging content. Every episode is full
of the latest headline news, issues and
features that affect the lives of children.
Check-in bi-weekly for updates and
featured programming.

Enjoy your PTA Radio experience!
Check out this all-new library of audio

broadcasts from PTA Radio.....
click here.
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Reprinted with permission from National PTA.
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PTA AND FATHERS:
A Winning Combination
for Schools
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The Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
has mounted an effort to increase the
number of fathers in their membership
ranks. In 2009, men made up just 10
percent of the membership of the
national PTA. While this number is
small, it is larger than it has ever been,
and reflects a steady increase of about
1 percent the past five years.

The National Center of Fathering
reports that more dads are walking
their kids to school, attending class
events, helping with extracurricular
activities and talking about education
with other fathers. Two years ago the
PTA surveyed a large group of fathers
in families where the mother was a
PTA member but the father was not.
Fathers were asked why they did not
join. The two most common responses
were 1) | donot
nobody asked.

Many schools in Pinellas County have
experienced success in increasing the
involvement of their dads. One of the
most successful programs to
accomplish this has been All Pro Dad
which is very active in schools across
Pinellas County.

A recent publication by PTA, A How-To
Guide on Promoting Father
Involvement, provides guidance to
schools helping to change the mindset
that PTA is just for moms. The major
suggestions include the following:

e Educate dads on the importance
of their involvement.

e Emphasize that getting involved in
PTA doesndt
large time commitment.

e Design invitations specifically for
dads.

e Employ both male and female PTA
recruiters.

e Seek men out in the community.
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e Publicize menos
your PTA.

e Communicate with men more
effectively.

e Ask for their membership.

One local school found another unique
way to involve fathers. Instead of the
school creating a generic brochure
advertising school events, the students
made a personal invitation to their
fathers. The turnout of fathers was
phenomenal.

The data clearly shows the impact that
fathers can have as students with
fathers involved at school were 43
percent more likely to receive As and
55% more likely to enjoy school.
Encouraging fathers to become more
invol ved i n t heir
one of many successful examples of
how schools and PTAs are teaming to
improve the education for all children.

Michael Moss
PCCPTA - Principals
Liaison

FATHER
INVOLVEMENT
RESOURCES

the ti me,
All Pro Dad

www.allprodad.com

and

Black Star Project
www.blackstarproject.org

National Center for Fathering
www.fathers.com

National Fatherhood Initiative
www.fatherhood.org

National PTA

www.pta.org/
topic_male_involvement.asp

Read Men Cook
www.realmencook.com
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U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services fatherhood
initiative
www.fatherhood.hhs.gov
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STUDENT SUCCESS

Academic achievement has always
been paramount .
changing economy the need for
advanced skills and technical
knowledge is growing. Showing
children that you value learning and
education is important and will pay off
in the long run as they mature. When
parents are involved in their children's
educations, student achievement
improves.

Student academic achievement starts
with you helping your child succeed by
providing a home that encourages
|l earning and
physical, mental, and emotional
development.

Follow these links to Student Success
resources from National PTA:

Literacy: Tips for parents and some fun
activities for families to support literacy at
home.

Homework Help: Advice for parents on
how they can assist with homework.

Helping Students Achieve:
Information on how you can assist with
your child's learning including test
preparation, communication, and other
learning resources.

Special Needs : Resources for parents of
kids with special needs or gifted and
talented children.

Countdown to School Success:
Resources from Parenting magazine and
National PTA to help your children have the
best school year yet.

Working With Schools and
Communities:  Resources for working
with educators and the community at large
for the benefit of your child.

Reprinted with permission from National PTA.
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2012 PTA ADVOCACY
AWARDS NOMINATION
PROCESS IS OPEN!

National PTA is pleased to honor
outstanding advocacy on behalf of
every child at the 2012 National PTA
Leqgislative Conference. PTA
Advocacy Awards will highlight
advocacy work of an individual (Shirley
Igo Award), local/district/regional unit
(Local Outstanding Advocacy Award)
and state unit (State Outstanding
Advocacy Award). Awards will be
presented during a luncheon on Capitol
Hill during the Legislative Conference.
All award nominations are due via the
online submission process (using the
below links) by 5:00 p.m. PST,
Tuesday, January 10, 2012 . Winners
will be notified the following week.

To learn more about each award and
complete the application for each
award, please visit the links below.

2012 Shirley Igo Advocate of the Year
Award Nomination

2012 Local PTA Outstanding Advocacy
Award Nomination

2012 State PTA Outstanding Advocacy
Award Nomination

Please contact jchevalier@pta.org with
additional questions concerning the
2012 PTA Advocacy Awards
nomination process.

Reprinted with permission from National PTA.
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Before the winter break a number of
members of PCCPTA had the
opportunity to join the school board for
breakfast with our legislative
delegation. We heard from our
legislative leadership expectations of
challenges in the coming session and
some encouraging news on some
funding solutions. Remember, this year
our legislative session starts in
January.

Florida PTA has returned to Regions
Weeks in Tallahassee to ensure PTA
has a presence throughout session
with our elected officials. Our region
week is the 2nd week of session, the
week of January 16. We will have
representation up there all week and
hope to have local units join us, either
just for a day or for two or three. If you
are interested in coming up to
Tallahassee, we will have a training
event on Tuesday evening and we are
have some other exciting activities for
PTA members. The final schedule
announcement will be made late in the
week before the trip as legislative
calendars are finalized on a weekly
basis, so we won't know their
schedules until Tuesday the week
before we go up.

If you have questions or ideas regarding
this session or our Region Week, please
contact Charles Derexson at
chasder@tampabay.rr.com or Judy
Owen at judyowen_2000@yahoo.com.

Hope to see you in Tally!

3 Pinellas County Council

.PTR PTSA
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PREPARING AMERICA’'S STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE & CAREER

The Common Core State Standards
Initiative (CCSSI) is an effort designed
to improve educational outcomes for
students by developing a set of
consistent, voluntary, internationally-
benchmarked academic standards in
mathematics and English language
arts.

Currently, every state has its own
standards, which has resulted in varied
expectations and levels of academic
rigor that are largely dependent on
geography. Common core state
standards are a first step to leveling the
playing field to allow for equal access
to an excellent education for all
children.

WHY COMMON CORE STANDARDS
ARE IMPORTANT TO PARENTS?

1. Consistent and clear standards
prepare students for college, career,
and citizenship.

2. Clear, consistent standards equip
parents to understand and support
what their children should learn and
know.

3. Curriculum, assessments, and
professional development aligned to
clear standards will prepare and
support teachers so that they can be
effective in the classroom.

4. Internationally-benchmarked
standards will guarantee that all our
nationb6s students
in a globally competitive workforce.

5. Common core standards ensure that
all studentsd regardless of income or
geographyd have the opportunity to
engage in equally challenging work

Download this |Issue Brief on the
Common Core State Standards Initiative
as a PDF for distribution during your
advocacy efforts.

Reprinted with permission from National PTA.
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